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The Department of Writing and Linguistics is pleased to announce recent student and faculty news: 
Students & Alumni 
 
o Alum Caleigh Shaw has been accepted into the MFA Creative Writing program, with full funding, at 
Oklahoma State University, where she will study poetry writing. She was also accepted into the MFA 
Creative Writing program at Minnesota State University. 
o Alum Katrina Delghingaro has been accepted into the MFA Creative Writing program, with full funding, 
at Minnesota State University, where she will study fiction writing. She was also accepted into the MFA 
Creative Writing program at Emerson College. 
o Alum Devan Pride has been accepted into the MFA Creative Writing program, with full funding, at 
Portland State University, where she will study fiction writing. 
o Hannah Sincavage, a W&L student concentrating in Writing Studies had her multimodal project “Your 
Privilege Is Showing” accepted to the CURIO Symposium at Georgia Southern. Some of her work for her 
Honors Thesis on intersectionality, disability, and representation was accepted into the regional Honors 
Conference in March 2019. Her Honors Thesis co-mentors are Lisa Costello, Ph.D., and Christopher 
Garland, Ph.D. 
 
o Major Hannah Sincavage’s proposal “The Token: The Representation and Intersectionality of Disabled 
Female Bodies in Still-Image Advertising” was accepted to the Southern Regional Honors Conference, 
which will take place in Memphis, Tennessee from March 28-30 
 
o Alum Summer Kurtz accepted a position as Closed Captioning Specialist at LFP Broadcasting LLC 
• Major Blakeley Bartee had her poem “Phantom Habits” published in LossLit. 
Faculty 
 
o Russell Willerton, Ph.D., shares in the 2019 Technical and Scientific Communication Award for Best 
Original Collection of Essays from the National Council of Teachers of English, for the Special Issue on 
Plain Language published in IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication in late 2017. Willerton co-
edited the special issue with Natalia Matveeva, Ph.D., and Michelle Moosally, Ph.D., from the University 
of Houston–Downtown. 
o Benjamin Drevlow, M.F.A., Jared Yates Sexton, M.F.A., Nicole Rivas, M.F.A., Katherine Fallon, M.F.A., 
Christina Olson, M.F.A., Sean Hill, M.F.A., and Theresa Welford, Ph.D., all attended the 2019 Association 
of Writers and Writing Programs annual conference in Portland, Oregon. 
▪ Sean presented on two panels: “New Poetic Visions of the West” and “What Is Found In Nature: 
On Writing Wilderness and Other Ecologically-Minded Essays.” 
o Christina Olson, M.F.A., and Tony Morris, Ph.D., were judges for the Breaking the Cycle Poetry Contest 
for inmates held by the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office on March 8. They were joined by Chad Faries, 
Ph.D., from Savannah State University. 
o Renee L. Berry, M.A., and Lauren McMillan, M.L.S., gave a presentation at the Georgia International 
Conference on Information Literacy held in Savannah, Ga. in September 2018. Their interactive 
presentation was titled “How Do We Teach Authority in a Culture Where Everyone’s an Expert?” 
o Laura Valeri, M.F.A., presented at the Miami International Book Fair reading from her latest book, The 
Dead Still Here. She was also interviewed by Jitney for her book. Her story “What They Know” was 
nominated for a Best of Small Fictions Anthology inclusion.Her short story “Assembly Heart” came out in 
the Winter Issue of the Santa Fe Project Quarterly. 
o Joanna Schreiber, Ph.D. has accepted an invitation to join the WAC Clearinghouse Publications Review 
Board. Her article, “Advocating for Sustainability: A Report on and Critique of the Undergraduate 
Capstone Course” with Lisa Meloncon, Ph.D., of the University of South Florida, has been published in 
Technical Communication Quarterly. 
o Jared Yates Sexton, M.F.A., has signed a deal to publish his book, American Rule: How A Nation 
Conquered The World But Lost Its People, with Dutton/Penguin-Random House in 2020. 
o Janet Dale, M.F.A., had a story titled “After Moon” published in The Boiler, a poem titled “Thirteen” 
published in 8 Poems, and an essay “Somewhere In Between Tennessee and Georgia” published 
in Foliate Oak. 
o William Belford, Ph.D., presented a chapter from his novel manuscript at the Louisville Conference on 
Literature and Culture at the University of Louisville in February 2019. 
o Margaret Brockland-Nease, M.A., coached an all-female team of students from Isle of Hope Middle 
School to their first-place win in multi-media lab presentation at the National Student Astronaut 
Challenge at Kennedy Space Center on February 4, 2019. 
o Lisa Dusenberry, Ph.D., gave an invited two hour workshop, “Collaboration and Team Communication,” 
for the faculty and staff of Georgia Southern’s Center for Teaching Excellence on February 8, 2019. She 
presented “Coding to Compose” with Joy Robinson, Ph.D., from the University of Alabama in Huntsville 
at the Conference on College Composition and Communication in March 2019. 
o Katherine Fallon, M.F.A.; Amanda Hedrick, M.A.;  and Amanda Schumacher, M.F.A.; facilitated the Write 
It, Do It competition as part of the Science Olympiad for regional middle schoolers on February 23, 2019. 
o Nicole Rivas’s, M.F.A., book review, “Not That Bad, edited by Roxane Gay” was published in VIDA: 
Women in Literary Arts. Her short stories, “Demolished” and “Crumbs”, were published in The Cincinnati 
Review: MiCRo Series. 
o Laura Valeri, M.F.A., and Christina Olson, M.F.A, taught weekend workshops at the Ossabaw Writers’ 
Conference on March 2, 2019. 
o Members of the Department of Writing and Linguistics from all three campuses served as judges for the 
Regional Literary Competition at H.V. Jenkins High School in Savannah on March 2nd. Judges included 
Amanda Hedrick, M.A.; Marcus Mitchell, Ph.D.; Claire Nelson, M.F.A.; Sheila Nielsen, M.A.; and Nicole 
Rivas, M.F.A. 
o Katherine Fallon’s, M.F.A., poem “Hazing” was published in Meridian Issue 42. Her poems “Leaving Red 
Rocks” and “Letters From the Farm” appear in Colorado Review Vol. 45 Issue 3. 
o Kevin Psonak, Ph.D. and Jinrong Li, Ph.D., presented “The role of Turnitin in peer review: Comparing L1 
and L2 students’ use of PeerMark and their perceptions” at the annual conference of American 
Association for Applied Linguistics in Atlanta, GA on March 11. 
o Robert Terry, Ph. D., presented “The Style of the Classic Man: Jidenna, Performance, and Composition” 
at the Conference on College Composition and Communication in Pittsburgh, Pa. on March 16, 2019. He 
read a new short story titled “Overflow” at the Louisville Conference on Literature and Culture since 
1900 in Louisville, Ky. on February 22. 
o Jinrong Li, Ph.D., presented “Feedback and learning to use vocabulary in writing” at CCCC 2019 in 
Pittsburgh, PA on March 14, 2019. 
o Kathy Albertson, Ph.D; June Joyner, M.A.; Drew Keane, M.A.; and Marti Lee, M.A., presented 
“Performing for the Academy in First-Year Writing Courses” at the Conference on College Composition 
and Communication in Pittsburgh on March 16th, 2019. 
o Michael Pemberton, Ph.D., co-led a workshop on “Building and Running an Academic Journal: A Behind-
the-Scenes Workshop in Independent Publishing” at the Conference on College Composition and 
Communication, March 16. His chapter, “Rethinking the WAC/Writing Center/Graduate Student 
Connection,” was published in “Re/Writing the Center” (Utah State University Press). 
o Timothy D. Giles, Ph.D., presented “Role-Playing Scenarios for the Writing Classroom” to the College 
Composition and Communication Conference, Pittsburgh, March 14, 2019. 
o Marti D. Lee, M.A., presented “Remembering Home: St. Patrick’s Day in Savannah and Elsewhere” at the 
annual meeting of the American Conference for Irish Studies in Boston on March 21, 2019. Her 
presentation focused on the roots of Irish-American nostalgia (and, by extension, that of other 
diaspora), and how this led to the proliferation of ethnic celebrations such as St. Patrick’s Day. 
o Margaret Brockland-Nease, M.A., was selected by the Faculty Service Committee to receive a Spring 
2019 Service Award for her work in coaching the Isle of Hope K-8 School Astronaut Club to its first place 
finish in multi-media presentation at the 2019 National Student Astronaut Challenge at Kennedy Space 
Center, Fla. 
o Ten faculty from the Department of Writing and Linguistics have been nominated for the 2019 
Outstanding Advocate for First-Year Students award: 
▪ Christopher Cartwright, M.F.A. 
▪ June Joyner, M.A. 
▪ Amanda Medlock, M.A. 
▪ Leigh Ann Williams, M.A. 
▪ David C. Muller, Ph.D. 
▪ Nicole Rivas, M.F.A. 
▪ Katherine Fallon, M.F.A. 
▪ Janet Dale, M.F.A. 
▪ Renee Berry, M.A. 
▪ Aron Pease, Ph.D. 
 
o Christopher Garland, Ph.D., won a 2018-2019 Spring Travel Award from the Center for Teaching 
Excellence. His chapter “‘Once Upon a Time, in a Nearby Hell’: Roxane Gay’s An Untamed State and the 
Difficulty of Reading, Writing, and Teaching Haiti” will be included in the edited book 
collection Teaching, Theorizing, and Reading Caribbean Texts to be published by Lexington Books in Fall 
2019. 
 
o Dr. Lisa A. Costello, Ph.D., presented “Imposter Syndrome” for the Women in STEM group on the 
Armstrong Campus on March 28th from 1:30 to 2:00 pm. 
• Marti D. Lee, M.A., will defend her dissertation “The Warped One: Nationalist Adaptations of the Cuchulain 
Myth” on April 5, 2019 at the University of South Carolina. 
 
